HARVEY HUTCHINS
in Shrewsbury, but pilfering very often from his master, he
had him sent at last to Shrewsbury Jail.
In this prison the young lad became acquainted with
some London thieves, who, following their calling in the
county of Salop, were also committed to the same jail,
and Hutchins, hearing them tell of the several notable
and ingenious robberies that were committed in and about
London by some of the chief masters of their profession,
was resolved to make the best of his way thither after he
obtained his liberty.
About three or four months after his confinement came
the assizes, when, being tried, and whipped at the cart's
tail, upon his friends paying his fees he got his enlargement
and carne up to Islington, where he lurked about the town,
and took up his lodging in a barn. But his mind still ran
upon the ingenuity of the topping thieves in London, par-
ticularly one Constantine, whom, for the fine stories he had
heard told of him, he admired above the rest. At last he
moved into the great metropolis, where, getting acquainted
with some young pickpockets, he inquired among them for
Constantine, who told him he might be found at one Snotty-
nose Hill's, who kept the Dog Tavern in Newgate Street.
The young Salopian, being overjoyed at finding out
where Mr Constantine used, one evening goes to the Dog
Tavern to inquire, saying, after his country dialect or tone,
he had "vary ennest business wod him." The drawer
presently went upstairs to Mr Constantine, who was then
drinking with a great many of his thieving fraternity.
Constantine ordered him to be brought up to the stair-
head, where, coming out to him, quoth he : " What is your
business with me r " He answered : " Vy, mester, I heve ben
in Shrewsbury Joil, vere haring a grot morny vine stories of
yoa, by zum gentlemen that vare prosnert with me, I am
come up to London on porpus to beand myzelf prontice to
yow." Hereupon Constantine could not forbear smiling at
the lad's fancy, and taking him into the room, where he
repeated the story to his company, it caused a great deal of
laughter among them.